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The World Database of Happiness is a ‘finding archive’. It stores research findings on happiness in
the sense of the ‘enjoyment of one’s life-as-a-whole’. Research findings are described on electronic
‘pages’ in a standard format and terminology. Currently, the archive contains some 35000 such
pages, which can be selected on subject, people investigated and methodology. The new website is
equipped with powerful search functions.
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What is this World Database of Happiness RESEARCH LITERATURE
ON SUBJECTIVE WELL-BEING
The World Database of Happiness (WDoH)is an archive of research findings on
subjective enjoyment of one's life-as-a-whole. Next to a bibliography of scientific
publications on this subject, the WDoH provides standardized abstracts of research findings. Two kinds of
findings are involved: 1) ‘distributional findings’ on how happy people are in particular times and places and Selection on concept
2) ‘correlational findings’ on the things that go together with more or less happiness.
The WDoH allows an overview of the otherwise nebulous research literature by a) limiting to a clearly
defined concept of happiness (life satisfaction), b) presenting the available findings in a standard format
and terminology and c) providing fine-grained classifications by means of which users can find their way in
the growing mass of happiness facts. 1 4879
The WDoH is available free of charge for everybody, all over the world. ['_ﬂ?
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The World Database of Happiness is based in the Erasmus Happiness
Economics Research Organization EHERO of Erasmus University Rotterdam in
the Netherlands. Director: Ruut Veenhoven.

The database is available at https://worlddatabaseofhappiness.eur.nl
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